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Marr. X. 34. 


Think not that I am come to fend Peace on Earth : 
I came not to fend Peace, but a Sword. 


UDGING only by our natural partial Ideas 
of the divine Wifdom and Goodnefs, and 
from our inadequate Views of the Defigns 
of Providence, we fhould be ready to con- 
clude, that when the Father of Mercies, the 

God of Peace, fent his ‘only begotten Son into the 
World, ona Meflage of Love to Mankind, one 
Principal Defign of his Miffion had been, to com- 
pofe the Nations, and eftablith Peace in this lower 
World ; that he had crufhed all the Sons of Vio- 
lence, and fet up a Kingdom againft which no Na- 
tion had dared to exalt itfelf; that all his Ditciples, 
by their Profeffion of Chriftianity, had been fecured 
from the Wrath and Violence of a wicked and 
reftlefs World ; that he had faid to the World, 
** Touch not mine Anointed, nor do my Prophets 
7 ftarm ;” that every Attempt to difturb their 
Tranquility, had been punifhed with immediate 
Vengeance, Fire from Heaven to devour them. 
And when, in Contradiétion to all fuch Expetations, 
we find that the Church of Chrz/? has, in every Age, 
thared in the Calamities common to Mankind: and 
more than this, when we find it has been the pe- 
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025), es . 
that he Kings of the Earth bave Set themfelves, and 
the Princes taken® Counfel together again/t the Lord, 
and againft bis Chrift ; fuch a Conduct in divine 
Providence, leads us to wonder at the Defigns of 
Providence,fo contrary to whatReafon feem’d to fug- 
geft : we are tempted to fay, there is oneEvent to the 
Righteous and to the Wicked 3 were there an in- 
finitely. wife and good Being, that prefided éverwdie 
Affairs of Mortals, furely we fhould not: fee real 
Chriftianity depreffled, and Sin reign and triumph ; 
we fhould not find the Church of God a Fidld of 
Blood, under the long-expected Reign of the glo- 
sious Prince of Peace. aff 

To teach ius therefore, how apt we-are to forny 
wrong and inadequate Notions ‘of the Methods of 
God's Government ; to give Relief to our Minds 
under thofe Difcouragements, that the Events of 
Providence are apt to produces and that no one 
might miftake the Nature, the Defign and Privi- 
leges, of his Kingdom, our Saviour has plainly told 
ug what we are to expect; he has pointed out what 
is like to be the Condstion of his People, and taught 
us not to wonder, when we fee all thefe Things 
come to pals: think not that I am come to fend Peace 
on Earth ; I came not to fend Pp eae, but a Sword. 

Tuts Verfe, to any one, who.will confider the 
Tenor of our Saviour’s Difcourfe, 18 fufficiently plain, 
and void of Difficulty ; and leads us, on this Occa; 
fion, to confider the following Things ; u/z, 


Fir, Tue Chriftian Church, as fharing in the 
Calamities common to a degenerate World, 
particularly that of War, 


~ Secondly, 


' 3) 
Secondly, Tur Agency of God, in the Wars and 
Miferies common to this State of the World. 


- Thirdly, Tur Reafons of the divine Condué in 
by this Affair. ‘ 


1“ WE are to confider the Chriftian-Church, as 
fharing in the Calamities common toa degenerate 
World, efpecially that of War. 

Gop was: pleafed of old, for wife Purpofes, to 
take a particular People, the Seed of Abraham, into. 
@ peculiar Covenant with Himfelf : He feparated. 
them from all the Nations of the Earth, He dealt 
with them as he did not with any other Nation, He 
gave them Laws different from all other Nations ; 
and.as it was neceffary in that Age, before Life and 
Lnmor tality were brought to Light by Ye/us Chrift, 
He invited them to the Worthip and Obedience of 
the True God, by the certain Promife of temporal 
Rewards, and detér’d them from Idolatry and Difobe- 
dience, by the Threatnings of temporal Judgments. 
Thefe Promifes and Threatnings were a confidera- 
ble Part of God’s Covenant with that People : if 
they obey’d and ferv’d him, they were fure of Prof 

perity ; that God would draw a Line of Prote@tion 
around them 3 that all their Enemies fhould flee be- 
fore them :---But, if they forfook God, and went 
after the gods of the Nations, the Sword was threat- 
ned, tocut them off from under Heaven, Ifai. i. 19, 
20. if ye be willing and obedient, ye fhall eat the 
Good of the Land 3 but if ye refufe and rebel, ye fhall 
be devoured of the Steord, for the Mouth of the Lord 

hath fpoken it. And according to the Tenor of this 
Covenant, God always dealt with that People ; when 
they feared and obeyed Him, He fabdued their 

Enemics 
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Enemies and gave them Peace: and Reft ; but when 
they forfook God, the Heathen had Dominion oyer 
them. To acquaint us how exaGtly God con- 
formed his Dealings to their moral Condu@, and 
to this Covenant, fo to teach us the Regard God 
has to Virtue, feems to be one principal Defign of 
the large Hiffory we have of that People in the 
Bible. 
Sucu Promifes, and Threatnings, with a Condu& 
acreable to them, were fuitable and neceflary for 
that People. This was perhaps the only Method 
in which they could be brought to Obedience : 
Their fpiritual Capacities and Difcoveries were but 
fmall, not fufficient to govern them, without the 
immediate, and fenfible Effects of Virtue and Vice. 
This was a Government exaétly agreable to the 
Genius and Capacity of that People, and in this 
Way God's moral Dominion was long fupported. 
Bur even then the Promifes belonged to them as 
2 People, and not to Individuals, as fuch. Hence 
we find even in that Day, Examples of fuffering 
Virtue, and triumphant Wickednefs. The Profpe- 
rity of the Wicked, and Affliction of the Righteous, 
was a Subject that engaged the Attention, and exer- 
cifed the Patience of good Men, in that Day. A- 
mong that People, the Apoftle tells us of fome emi- 
nent Saints, that had Trial of cruel Mockings and 
Scourgings,---they were floned, were fawn afunder, 
awere tempted, were flain with the Sword, &c. 
Tuus were the ‘Yews taken into a peculiar Cove- 
nant with God, and as a People, were the Subjects 
of temporal Promifes and Threatnings. 
"Bur upon God’s fending his Son into the World, 
the State of Things was much changed. That 


particular Covenant with the ews, to which thefe 


Promifes 
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Promifes belonged, was abolithed, the Jews were 
no longer confidered as God's peculiar People. The 
Promifes and Threatnings that belonged to their po- 
litical Being ceafed ; nor was there any Nation ap- 
pointed to fucceed them. The Blefing of Abra- 
ham, the {piritual Promifes defcended, from that 
Time, equally on ‘fews and Gentiles. Our Lord 
appeared, to {et up a Kingdom, that 7s not of this 
World, to reveal a New, a better Covenant ; which 
Was éftablifhed upon better Promifes ; enforced not 
pe ee! Sanctions, but with fpiritual and 
et otives ; exceeding great and precious Pro- 
ee TY pipiek we are madePartakers of the divine 
ene ak ae Gofpel is a Difpenfation of fuperior 
a ee i ae midlspmnertal are fet before us in 
ice auseNteee: : ae gronies are of a divine Na- 
Pesce but intel Ge ience are Hot, temporal 
the World Piritual Flappinefs ; Motives drawn from 
Bal eeous tocome. The Obedience of the Gof- 
Tae ae a that of Faith ;_ it flows from an 
Rare ae h in the Rewards and Punifhments of 
ae iw 3 We walk by Faith, and not by Sight, 
on ee ce: does not take its Rife from the 
Goll, th pee or Gold; but from the Love of 
Faith ! - ove of our Redeemer ; and a blefled 
Chri oe Hope in the Promifes of future Glory. 
s polite - ee not, under the Gofpel, confidered in 
ier Ra ep as the Nation of the Jews was ; ’ 
Sateen any Exemption from the Calamities 
Auceat bea to Miankind : So far from this, 
Beciehe ies Lord has exprefly taught us, to ex- 
fabjes, vai cee Refentment of the World, to be 
pais word, and fiery Perfecutions, till that 
io ae " me when the Nations fhall learn War 
* 4 came not to fend Peace on Earth but a 
B Sword ; 
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~ Sword hence he goes on to arm and fortify a 
ciples, and {how them what a zealous ae to mee 
felf, will be neceflary to fupport them, in their ae 
dience to him, He that loveth Father or Mot 
more than me, ts not worthy of me ; He that Jfindet 
his Life foall lofeit ; and he that lofeth is Life. fo 
ete Od, gecaien Men fal ate Jo, eed 
: . bleffed are ye when d ,@ 
pifdiese and fay all manner of. ao ee 
you for my fake ; Rejoice and be gare ng £ ce 7 or 
great is your Reward in Heaven. ioe 0 ih ye 
feall have Tribulation. So far is Chri ae ve 
fecuring temporal Profperity to its Pro sh that 
Sufferings are every where in the aes eftament 
fuppofed to be the peculiar Lot of Chri ie 2 oer 
are taught to expect them ; and one gran ; efign 
of the Gofpel is, by its noble Promifes, to upport 
the Faith, encourage the Hope, and fecure the Stead- 
faftnefs of its Profeffors, under thofe fhocking Trials. 
they are taught to expect : And that siti not @ 
State peculiar to the primitive Ages of Chrif ianity, 
but is like to laft many Ages, we learn from the 
Revelation. of St. John, who tells us; and ee they 
Shall have finifbed their Teftimony, the Beef ee af 
cendeth out of the bottomlefs Pit, frall ig 8. ‘ss a 
gainft them and kill them,--- and the oe 2 
wroth with the Woman, and went to make War ee 
the Remnant of her Seed, which kept the se 
ments of God, and the Teftimony of “fefius Ce n 
Word, the Events of many Ages, ferve to deme 
{trate that no fuch Promifes of temporal Pro cen 
belone to the Church, as a political Boda a : 
once to the Nation of the Jews. A Bee ae 
was made in God's Dealings with his Church, 


é i w deals with 
the Gofpel Kingdom was fet up, He no 44 
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us in another Manner ;° we are arrived to a more 
perfe& Age, and put on Trial upon more refined 
Principles and Motives; we have reafon to expec, 
that Religion it felf, will expofe its Profeffors to the 
Malice of a wicked World : Hence the Church is 
faid to come out of great Tribulation and to walh 
their Robes, and make them white in the Blood of the 
Lamb, 

Henes, it plainly follows that the earthly Pro- 
mifes and Threatnings, propofed to God’s ancient 
People, are ill applied to Chriftians, confidered in, 
a political View under the Gofpel. What Right 

ave any to apply the Promifes of worldly Felicity, 
made to a particular People, under a peculiar Co= 
venant, long fince confefiedly abolifhed, to Chrif- 
tians, who are evidently under another Covenant, a 
more fpiritual Difpenfation ; who are confidered in 
the Gofpel, not as political Societies, who have this 
propofed.as one effential Condition of their Salvation, 
that they deny themfelves, and be ready to facrifice 
all, even Lifé itfelf, in the Caufe of Chriftianity. 

I know the great Apoftle of the Gentzles tells us, 
that Godlinefs is profitable unto all Things, having 
Promife of the Life that now is: ---- That our 
bleffed. Mafter promifes to them, that feck firff the 
Kingdom of God, that all thefe Things fhall be added 
unto them; Ye once faid, Blefed are the Meek, for 
they fhall inherit theEarth ;--“ not that they fhall al- 
‘* ways have much of the Earth.” +-But it is obferva- 
ble,that thePromifes in the New-Teftament,that look 
this Way, tefpect Chriftians not ina political Form, 
(for no fuch political Conftitutions were then foun- 
ded among them,) but as Individuals ; and tis ne- 
ceflary to underftand them in a limited Senfe, as 
intimatin ig 
4 Vid. Hen, in Loe. 
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intimating to us the natural Connection of Holinefs 
and Happinefs, how much true Religion contributes 
to our comfortable Enjoyment of this World, and 
that Believers may fafely truft in the Providence of 
their heavenly Father, who fends bis Rain upon the 
tuft and upon the Unjuft. Xt is undeniably evident, 
that no fuch Promifes are abfolutely in Force ; for 
we find in Fact, they are not literally fulfl’d, either 


to particular Chriftians, or Societies of Chriftians. 


Experience convinces us, that many eminent Men 
are as remarkable for their Poverty, and Affli€tion, 
as for their Piety : that the moft eminent Chriftians 
have died Martyrs to the Malice of the World, and 


the Faith of ‘fe/us Chrift. 


Iris readily granted that Sin and Mifery, Virtue 
and Happinefs are nearly connected ; that public 
Virtue is the natural Parent of public Happinefs, 
The Gofpel is excellently adapted to advance tem- 
poral Profperity ;---Peace, Harmony and good Or- 
der, are naturally grafted on the Chriftian Syftem. 
Nothing can more powerfully tend to advance hu- 
man Happinefs, even in this Life, than the refined 
Morality of the Gofpel. But how often’ do we fee 
the Order of things inverted, the Tendency of Vir- 
tue obftruéted, in this World of moral Diforder ! 
Chriftians don't feel that Felicity, for which the 
chriftian Precepts are divinely adapted. Indeed God 
may interpofe, and caufe Religion to have its genuine 
Effects ;--1 don’t fay, his Providence does not in this 
State fometimes® give us a viible Token of his Ap- 
probation” of Religion ; (tho’ I make no doubt, this 
was oftner done inthe firft Ages of the World, than 


in 
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in our Days+-) but in what Cafes, and in what Man- 
ner, he will do this, either on behalf of Individuals, 
or of Nations and Kingdoms profefling Chriftianity, 
is abfolutely in his own Breaft: He has confin’d 
himfelf by no Promife : He is fovereign and arbi- 
trary in all his Difpenfations towards his Church : 
He fometimes fuffers the Rod of the Wicked to ref? 
qn the Lot of the Righteous :---He does not always 

appear 


t Tere were good Reafons why God fhould make more vifi- 
ble Diftin@ions between Good and Evil ; fuch Diftinétions 
wee undoubtedly, more common among Individuals, and the 
ene not in Covenant with God, in the early Ages of the 
3S The commonefs and obfervablenefs of this Diftinétion, 
P eu at led the Friends of ‘fob to fpeak fo politively. of the 
eee of the Godly, and ‘Deftru@tion of the Wicked ; and 
ne in is Fob asa fecret Hypocrite, becaufe the Hand of God 
ei ouch'd him, Job iv. 6. is not this thy Fear, thy Confidence, 
thy Elope, and the Uprightnefi of thy Ways 2 Doubtlels that 
oF eee Affertion, was founded on common Obfervation 
of Facts, v. 7: Remember, I pray thee, whoever perifbed being 
eee: or where were the Righteous cut off 2---But we find 

heir Reafoning teftified againit, as built on a miftaken Prin- 
ciple, thé full of ufeful Obiervations. Job xlii. 7. And it was 
Se that after the Lard had Jpcken thefe Words unto Fob, the Lord 
faid unto Eliphaz the Temanite, my Wrath is kindled againft 
Thee, and thy twoFriends, for ye have not fpoken of me the Thing 
that is right, as my Servant Job hath. His Opinion of the 
Promifcuoufnefs and Indifferency of God’s Difpenfations, was 
more juft and honourable to Him, whofe Ways are pa/t find- 
ing out. In our Day, what Diftinétion, what Difference do 
we find. between Good and Bad, both in Nations and Indivi- 
duals, further than the natural Effects of Virtue and Vice ? 

Don’t we fee ai Things come alike to all ; that there is one 

Event ta the Righteous and to the Wicked 2---Are not the De- 

clarations of prefent Good and Evil, in the facred Writings, 

as the Attendants of Virtue and Vice, (when they are not 

fpoken of particular Perfons, or Nations) rather Declarations 

of the natural Effeets of Caufes, teaching God’s general Regard 

to Goodnefs, than Promifes of what will in Fa€ come to pafs? 


min » &> soe a ee OO? 
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appear to crown the beft Caufe with  Profperity.--- 
ho’ Reafon would feem to teach us, that God will 
ordinarily appear in the Caufe of Virtue, yet Reve- 
lation fhows us, we are not to expect it in. many 
Inftances ; though we are affured, Religion will be 
finally Victorious. i cr ; 
Some may be ready to fay, this is leflening the 
Motives to public Virtue :-—-If real. Chriftianity will 
not fecure to a People the divine Proteétion ; if this 
will not enfure to them Succefs againft all their 
Enemies, what becomes of the Props and Supports 
of national Religion ? But, if it evidently appears, 
that no fuch Promifes are to be found in the chrif- 
tian Conftitution, why fhould we Jabour to enforce 
public Virtue by a Motive that God has not given ? 
He mutt think diminitively of the bleffed Gofpel, 
who does not fee the nobleft, the moft fuitable and 


fufficient Motives, to all Piety, Righteoufnefs and , 


Sobriety, even without fuch Promifes of outward 
Profperity, fufficient to raife true Believers to a Con- 
tempt of the World ; yea, to a glorious Contempt 
of Life itfelf :--And what is that Religion, which 
is meerly the Produét of worldly Motives ? how far 
beneath the noble Religion of the Gofpel ! ----- 


Ii. We come to confider the Agency of God, 
in the Wars and Calamities among Mankind,----I 
came---t0 fend---a Sword,-+ 

WeE 


+ I beg Leave humbly to afk, whether enforcing Repentance and 
Reformation, meerly, or chiefly by the Hope of worldly Prof- 
perity, and particularly by the Hope of Succefs againft our Ene- 
_mies, be not acting befide the New-Teftament Inftitutions, and 

gan Endeavour to cultivate a mercenary Religion, fodnded 
on the Love of the World ; on worldly Principles, Motives 
and Views ? 


eae 
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We find God often {peaking of his Agency in-the 
Wars and DeftruGtions of Mankind. Tai. xlv..7. £ 
form the Light, and create Darknefs, I make Peace - 
and create Evil ; I, the Lord, do.all thefe Things.-- 
Vai. liv. 16. I have created the Wafer to defiroy. We 
find him exprefly calling for the Sword, Ifa. XXV. 
29.--for I will call for a Sword upon all the Tnhabi-= 
tants of the Earth, faith the Lord of Hofts. Amosix. 
4.=-thence will I command the Sword, and it fhall 
flay them. So we find the Almighty calling and 
raifing up Enemies to chaftize Nations. 

Turse ftrong Expreffions of Seripture feem to 
intimate fome powerful Influence of God, raifing 
up, and {priting Men to be the Executioners of one 
another: But they mnft be taken in a limited Senfe ; 
nor may we imagine God to have any other Agency 
in thefe Things, but what is perfectly confiftent 
with the Goodnefs of his Nature. It would be 2 
moft difhonourable Thought of God, to imagine, 
that he excited the Luft and Ambition of Mankind ; 
that he made them cruel, or infpired them with. 
that unnatural Defire to butcher, and devour one 
another: No ; thefe are Thoughts unworthy that 
Being, whofe moft endearing Character 7s Love. 

Ir muft however be acknowledged, that God 
does in fome Senfe fend the Sword, and fuffer his 
own Church to feel the {corching Flames of War s 
thefe Things are all under his Eye, fubject to his 
Controul, and ferve the Purpofes of his Will ; and 
His Influence may extend thus far : 

1 He may be {aid to fend the Sword, as He 
affords that Strength and Power by which Warsare 
carried on : He gives to his Creatures that Wifdom, 
Power and Courage, by which they deftroy one a- 
nother : He affords that Affluence of Riches, that 

Superiority 
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Superiority of Power, which are the Caufe and Oc- 
cafion of civil Contentions: But herein, He is no 
more the blameable Caufe of that Deftruétion, 
which is made in the World, by the Abufe of 
that Strength and Power, than He is the Author 
of all the Sin which is committed in the Worid, 
becaufe He has created and upholds ail, and gives 
-to every one thofe Abilities they have ; yea,- Be 
fupports them in their Rebellions, by giving them 
Food and Raiment 5 fending his Rain upon the Fuft 
and upon the Unjuft. Even the Gofpel, one of the 
richeft of all Bleffings, is the Occafion of Sin in this 
Life, and of an aggravated Damnation, to fuch as 
receive the Grace of God in vain, inthe next. The 
Means, Occafions and Inftruments of War, are the 
Effects of divine Bounty ; but in all thefe, God by 
no Means unfuitably influences his Creatures, nor is 
He the blameable Canfe of Evil. That Power 
which God gives to Nations and Princes, by which 
they deftroy one another, is but the accidental Caufe 
of Evil, and might as well be employed to fave and 
defend. ; 

2 Gop in Wifdom permits the Sword to de- 
vour. Altho’ Wars and Fightings have their Ori- 
ginal in the Lu/s of Men ; yet God has a fovereign 
Power to reftain and fubdue that Pride, that Malice 
and Ambition, which make fuch Deftruétion in the 
World. He can turn the Hearts of Kings, He can 
Send the Spoilers away fpoiled ; He maketh Wars to 
ceafe to the Ends of the Barth, He breaketh the Bow, 
and cutteth the Spear in funder, He burneth the Cha- 
riot in the Fire : He has often manifefted his irre- 
fiftable controuling Power, on behalf of his fuffering 
Creatures. But He is pleafed to permit the Lufts 
of Men to have their natural Effects : He does aot 


ees 
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lay that Reftraint on his Creatures, that he is able 
to do: He fuffers the proud Oppreffors of Mankind 
to make fadDeftruétion ; and fometimesto fpreadDe- 
folation among his own People He ; beholdsNations 
and Empires rufhing on certain Ruin: In this Senfe 


' God is often faid to do, what he does not hinder, 


or permits to be done. Thus when he raifes up 
the Scourges of Mankind, and fuffers them to go on 
and profper ; He is faid to call and fend them to'ex- 
ecute his Judgments ;--- It is in this Senfe He is faid 
to harden Men’s Hearts, and blind their Eyes; thus 
He bid Shimez curfe David ; though in all thefe 
Inftances, He only permitted them to be done : the 
Purpofe, Defire and Aétion was not of God. So 
God’ not only gives Permiffion to the Sword, but. 
equally permits thofe numerous Rebellions, that are 


"daily committed againft Himfelf ; yea, by one Man 


he permitted Sin at fir(t to enter into the World, 
from whence {pring all the Evils of his Creatures, 
whether of amoral or penal Nature. This Per- 
miffion of Sin and Diforder, is agreable to the Ora- 
cles of Truth, but is one of the deep Myfteries of 
Heaven : His Judgments area great Deep. 
3°" Gop makes ufe of the Jars and Tumults 
among Nations, and the Deftru€tions which He 
permits in the World, to bring to pafs the wife De- 
figns of his Providence ; All thefe Things are in 
the Hand of God : He over-rules them to the beft 
Ends: He maketh the Wrath of Man to praife 
Him. Thus He raifed up and permitted ; yea, In 
the Scripture Stile, He fent Nebuchadnezzar, to de- 
ftroy Nations and Kingdoms not a few, and among 
the Reft his own People, that He might accomplifh 
the Defigns of his Government, which that cruel 
ambitious Prince never thought of. So while the 
(ee Enemies 
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Enemies-of the Church, and of Mankind, are en- 
flaving and deftroying them-in fubferviency to their 
boundlefs Ambition, they are all this Time ferving 
the Ends of his Government, “executing the ‘good 
Purpofes Of God ;-=+Purpofés laid in the eternal 
Counfels of the divine Mind-+“Ends, wife in'them~ 
felves, holy, juft and good. The bloody 'tragical 
Scenes acted on the Stage of this WwW orld, ‘tho diead- 
fal in themfelves, ate finally over-tuled for gooil ; 
$n the End ‘they will appear Parts’ of that’ Govern- 
ment, in which divine Wifdom, Holinefs and’ Good- 
nets, will thine forevermore. “God 7s wonderful'in 
Counfel, and excellent in Working ; He doth great 
Things and unfearchable, marvellous Things without 
Number. 
gor Gop fometimes fecretly influences and {pi- 
rits his People to ftand up ‘in Defence of Liberty 
and Religion. So He gave Charge to the 2-aelites 
to be the Executioners of his Vengeance upon the 
Canaanitifh Nations ; to make no Peace’ with them, 
"til they were utterly deftroyed from off the Earth ; 
and in a wonderful’ Manner affifted them to execute 
the awful Commiffion : a Judgment which thofe 
Nations deferved for their Idolatry. We likewife 
find military Skill and Power afcribed to God ; He 
teaches, fays David, my Hands to war, and my Fin- 
gers to fight : This {pecial Influence, this powerful 
Affiftance, has been often experienced in a juft 
aufe, in the Defence-of his People, in executing 
the particular Commands of Heaven. He who has 
the Hearts of Kings in his Hand, often raifes up 
Inftruments to affert his Caufe, to vindicate the Safe- 
ty and Liberties of Mankind, when threatned by the 
unbridled Rage and Ambition of Princes.---OF old 
He raiféd up Deliverers for his People : He made 
them: Valiant and viGtorious. Bur 


ve 
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Bur after all, Wars. and Fightings come from 
the Lufts of Men,: they haye their Origin in that 
Luft of Riches and: Dominion fo common to a de- 
generate World. It is Ambition and Coveteoufnefs 
that have, thro’ all Ages, depopulated Kingdoms, 
fubverted Empires, and delug’d this World in Blood 
and Ruin. Wars are vifible fad Inftances, awa- 
kening dreadful Demonftrations, of the deep Cor- 
ruption of human Nature; fach unnatural Events, 


as proclaim Mankind awfully deviated from the Rule 


and Order of their Being ; awfully loft to the no- 


ble Principles of Humanity ; filled with that malig- 


nant Hatred, that is not to be found in the brutal 
World. How many of the Wars and Perfecutions 
that have diftrefied the World, have proceeded from 
that Malice there is in the Hearts of Men to Fefus 
Chrifi, and that beft of Religions, He has taught. 
and fupported in the World ! bs 
Bur. when you read and hear of the Calamities 
God has permitted upon the World by the Sword : 
when you think how many Thoufands, I had al- 


-motft faid Millions, have been facrific'd to the Pride 


of Princes ; how often the World has been drown- 
ed in Blood, and wide Deftrudtion fpread among 
fuffering Mortals ; you are ready to afk, “ What 


_“ are the Reafons of God’s Judgments ; what Ends, 


“ agreable to the divine Wifdom, are anfwerd ? 
“can fuch Things confift with the divine Good- 


! {c . ; 
“nels? are they not Evidences of God’s want of 


“ Regard to His Creatures ?---Can you vindicate 


«« the Ways of Heaven, and aferibe Righteoufne/s to 
« our Maker 2” 


lf. I answer, as was propos’d in the laft Place, 
the Ways of God are paft finding out ;--'tis hard 


for 
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for us to inveftigate the particular Reafons of many 
Parts of the divine Conduét::---But even in thefe 
dreadful Things, there are wife Defigns of Proyi- 
dence purf’d. Upon the moft ferious Confidera- 
tion of Things, we fhall fee much of the wife and 
good Government of God ; that thefe are a nece 
fary Difcipline, a State of Things exactly adapted 
to the moral Temper and State of the World, and 
not without their falutary Effects in God’s Creation, 

As to the Church of Chrift, the Sword may be 
fent to refine and purify it. This is a Difcipline by 
which God tries the Fidelity of Chriftians, brightens 
their Virtues, and prepares them for a Crown of 

Life ; and if God is pleafed to exercife his Children 
with fevere Difcipline ,; if they /uffer with Chrift 

here, and reign with Him hereafter, who can fq 
that God is unrighteous ; feeing this is but a Probg- 
tion-Life, that perfeét Rewards and Punifhments are 
refeiv'd for the next Life, when every one fhall re 
ceive according as bis Works foall be ? 

’ Morzover, the Sword often ferves to chaftize 
the Church for their Apoftacy.. Chriftians often 
fall into great Apoftdcy and lofe the Power, and in 
a Meature, the Form of Godlinefs ; they often need 
the Rod to fcourge, awaken and reclaim them : this 
is frequently the Cafe, when Chriftians have enjoy- 


- ed long Peace and Profperity ; ‘they need fome {e- 


vere Difcipline to recover them. 

In fine, God may fend the Sword upon his Peo- 
ple, to difplay his Power in the Preférvation of his 
Church from all her Enemies! Not that this is a 
primary and immediate End, but a final Caufe, an 
ultimate Defign of that glorious Being who looks 
thro’ all at one View. We have lately fee the De- 
preffion of the Proteftant-Intereft, the Occafion of 
a amazing 
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amazing Difplays of divine Love and Power in the 
Deliverance of HisCaufe. ThePrefervation and Go- 
yvernment of the Church, not fuffering the Gates of 
Earth and Hell to prevail againft her ; giving a final 
Triumph, will redound to the Glory of God and 
the Redeemer, « As the Promife is now the grand 
Support of our Faith, fo the compleat accomplifh- 
ment of it will wonderfully difplay the Wifdom, 
Power and Providence of God, and give Occafion 
for that Song of the Bleffed ; Amen, Blefing, and 
Ghry, and Wifdom, and T, bank|giving, and Honour, 
and Power, and Might, be uato ourGod for ever and 

ever. y 7 
Ano then as to the World in general : Wars and 
Defolations are fuffered, to curb the Lufts and pu- 
nifh the Wickednefs of Mankind. ‘That Mankind 
have revolted from God, and are liable to: his juft 
Vengeance, is too manifeft to be deny’d. Mankind 
have more or lefs, in every Age, difowned the di- 
vine Authority, and been funk in Atheifm, Senfu- 
ality and Prophanefs ; hating God, and runing up- 
on bis Neck, even upon the thick Boffes of bis Buckler : 
Tis therefore neceffary that God ufe a fevere Difci- 
pline.---Indeed Teds nae fay that Mifery, or natu- 
ral Evil, is effential to a State of Trial and Improve- 
ment. Where reafonable Creatures are innocent 
and uncorrupt, milder Means are fufficient ; but 
where Children are obftinate, God, as the tender 
Father of his Creatures, muft take the Red in Hand : 
---From this Necefiity He deftroy’d a World of 
Ungodly by a Flood; he fends Plagues, Famines 
and theSword, to correét the exorbitant Growth of 
Wickednefg, to leffen the Number of Sinners, to 
lay Reftraints upon Survivors. As Sin and Mifery 
are clofely conneéted, in the Nature of Things, 
what 


i ull 
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what Wifdom is.it in God. to fuffer Men to feel the 
Folly of their own Ways, in the Vengeance they 
execute upon one another : thus Sin is its own Pu- 


ifhment: The alwife RULER teaches the Evil of 


the dreadful Effects of Profperity, and keeps the 
World in Awe: for, O! Lord, when thy Fudg- 
ments are in the Earth, the Inhabitants of the World 
will learn Righteoufnefs. Examples of divine Re= 
fentment are needful : So God drowned the Old-= 
World ; He rained Fire and Brimftone upon Sodozp, 
to make Examples of Judgment for all fucceeding 
Generations. Thefe Severities in Government are 
not to be look’d upon as the Effects of Paffion, or 
arbitrary Will, or a needlefs Rigour ; but as righ= 
teous Difpenfations ;--’tis in Mercy to Mankind that 
He infli@s them : He fuffers no more Examples of 
Vengeance in the World, than are neceffary to the 
good Government .of it :---In the End, all thefe 
bitter Things will be found to be the moft proper 
Difcipline for this degenerate Race: the Ends of 
Government will be wifely anfwered ; we fhall be 
able in the Review of all, to fay, great and marvel- 
lous ave thy Works, Lord God. Almighty, juft and 
true ave thy Ways, thou King of Saints.---We fhall 
{ee Order, Harmony and the beft Good of the Crea- 
tion, refulting from this Confufion. F 
Tuus neceflary, thus profitable is the Sword in 
the prefent State of Things. But fhould any go 
farther, and afk, “ Wherefore has. the fupreme 
« Rover form’d fuch a Plan of Government, and 
“ permitted fuch.a lapfed State of Being as to make 
* thefe Confufions neceffary ?”---Let fuch know, 
that they do not enquire wifely of this Matter. Who 


can by fearching find cut God ? wha pei le iy 


Sin, fets Bounds to. human Wickednefs, prevents’ 


— 
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‘Almighty unto Perfection ? ‘His Ways are.above oar 
Ways.---Shall the Thing formed fay to:-him that for- 
med it, why haft thou made me thus 2---Mis not-for 
us, fhort-fighted Mortals, to pry into \the fecret 
Reafons of the divine Condu&, nor‘to fay whether 
this -was the only poffible Plan of divine Govern- 
ment: The -indifputable Marks ‘of Wifdom.and 
Love, which -we {ee ‘in all his Works, ‘lead us to: 
believe, that his Way is perfect ; that he: is:a@ God of 
Sudgment, without Iniquity, Fuftand Right is. He. 


From what.has been offered :-- 


1 Ler us learn to think well of God, and his 
Difpenfations. When we think on the Miferies, 
the Nations have in all Ages fuffered by the Sword = 
when we refleét on the Pride of Monarchs, and the 
Horrors.of War ; and confider that .thefe are per- 
mitted by God, in the Wifdom of his Adminiftra- 
tion, we-are ready to think hard of Heaven, and 
foolifhly. charge God with a want of Regard to our 
Happinefs: “ Are thefe the Difpenfations of that 
“« Being, whofe Nature is Love ?. is this the Lan- 
“* guage of paternal Gocdnefs ?”--But we ought to 
remember that Sin, which by one Man entered in- 
to the World, has reiened triumphant in all Periods 
of Time, notwithftanding the more gentle Methods 
of Grace to. reform it ; {o that it was neceflary to 
uphold God’s moral Dominion, that Men fhould 
feel fome of the natural penal Effeets of Vice- The 
natural State of the World has never been worle s 
the Father of Mercies has never been more fevere, 
than was neceflary to the Purpofes of his moral. Go- 
-vernment. Wars, tho’ the greateft of natural Evils, 
have been falutary in their moral Effects ; hereby 
the Lufts of Men are reftrained, the Number of ob- 

ftinat 
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ftinate Sinners is diminifhed. God 7s known by the 
Sfudgments which he executes. God has been, as Ho- 
ly and Juft, fo Wife and Good, in all. Tho’ we 
are not able to affign the particular Reafons of the 
divine Condué& in particular Cafes, nor the eternal 
Reafons of fuch a Plan of Government ; yet we 
have Reafon to believe, we fhall know hereafter.-— 
The full Difplay of the Beauty and marvellous Wif- 
dom of God’s Government, in the wonderful Con- 
trivance and Execution of it from the Beginnin g to 
its final Accomplifhment, muft be referved for a 
Fund of everlafting Entertainment, in the Regions 
of perfect Knowledge :---O ! what a noble Satis_ 
faétion will it give us, to behold thefe myfterious 
Difpenfations unfold ! to fee infinite Order and, Har_ 
mony, Juftice and Mercy runing thro’ all! how 
aftonifhing to fee the beft Good, rifing from the 
greateft Evil ! to fee God, in all, invariably purfu- 
ing the univerfal Good of his vaft Creation !--Here 
we fee thro’ a Glafs darkly ; we fee but Part of the 
extenfive Plan ; we know not the eternal Conne&ti- 
ons in the divine Mind : But hereafter,all his Works 
will appear to have been of a Piece ; exact Order 
and Propriety will thine in all: God himfelf will 
fhine thro’ all, immenfely Great, divinely Good.-- 
O what ahappy Review will this be! O happy 
Employment of the reafonable and pious Mind ! O 
noble Happinefs ! to reft in God ; to be fwallowed 
up In Him 3 to gaze forever on that glorious Sun, 
and feel itfelf divinely, inexpreflibly Happy in the 
Friendfhip of that Being, who is incomprehenfibly 
wife, and fupreamly good ! 

2''7- From a fetious Confideration of the prefent 
State of the World, we learn that a military 1s a ne- 


ceflary and refpeétable Charaéter. God, from Mo- 
tives 
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tives of fuperior Wifdom, and extenfive Benevolénce; 
has been pleafed to make this World hitherto a State 
of Goodnefs, tempered with a néedful Severity : 
The Sword is his Rod to chaftize Nations, from 
which not his own Church is exempt.---This State 
of Things makes Self-Defence a neceflary Duty, 
and reconciles a military to a chriftian Character.-- 
It is true, the Ufe of carnal Weapons is no Part of 
our chriftian Conftitution. The Founder of our 
holy Religion once faid, “ my Kingdom is not of 
“« this World, if my Kingdom were of this World, 
“ then would my Servants fight.” Chriftianity is 
not to be propagated by Fire and Sword ; it gives 

no Claim to the Rights and Poffeffions of others. 
But our Chriftian Profeffion by no means difmem= 
bers us from civil Society, nor deprives us of the 
Privilege of Self-Defence and Self-Prefervation ; 4 
Principle fo natural and powerful, in all Ranks of 
Beings : it does not ftrip us of our Rights as Men, 
nor deftroy in our Breafts ; but rather improves, 
upon the beft Principles, an ardent Love © an- 
kind, the Love of our Country, and a noble public 
Spirit : It forms the Valour of Alexander and Ca/a> 
ftript of that brutal Rage and deftructive Ambi- 
tion, which fully the Charaéers of thofe cruel Ty- 
rants over Mankind. -- A noble Zeal in the Defence 
of Religion, an ardent Love of our Country, 4° ie 
and difpaffionate Valour in the Proteétion of (V0 
kind from Violence are Virtues, if not immediately 
inculcat 


4 ------ Arreapy Cafar 
Has ravaged more than half the Globe, and fees 
Mankind grown thin by his deftrudtive Sword = | 
Should he go further, Numbers would be wanting 
To form new Battles, and fupport his Crimes.-~ 
Ye gods, what Havack does Ambition make y 
Among your Warks ! Sce Addifon s CATO. 
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jnculcated in the New-Teftament, yet naturally 


growing upon chriftian Principles. Tho’ we meet 
with Precepts of this Tenor in the Gofpel,--“ refit 
not Evil, be not overcome of Evil, but overcome 
‘ Byil with Good,” they muft be received in a qua- 
lified Senfe, and. rather refpeCt private Injury than 
public Violence. Altho’ Chriftianity is an Enemy 
to thofe favage Paffions, which prompt Men to de- 
ftroy, yet.it cultivates that Love of public Good, 
‘and lays the Foundation of that unthaken Fortitude, 


that arms with refiftlefs Energy, in Defence of the © 


Rights of Mankind.---What remains then: but that 
we look with Refpeé& upon the military Order ; 
that every lawful Attempt to revive, improve, aed 
propagate military Skill and Difcipline, be regarded 
as a public Good ; that Men of this Charaéter be 
ref{pected as, under God, the Guardians of our 
Lives, Liberties, Property and Religion ?-- 


+ His Excellency the Governor, t Captain-Ge- 
neral of this Province, and the Source of military 
Power, under God and the King, needs not what 
has been {aid to acquaint Him with theOrigin, Rea- 
fons, Neceffity, and Utility of War in the prefent 
State of the World. He is well acquainted with the 

prefent 


} Ir was judged moft agreable to the Rules of Decency, and 
the Cuflom of the Nation, to offer what was defigned for par- 
ticular Addreffes, in the Form in which it now appeats.--- 


$ His Excellency Tromas Pownatt, EM: 
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prefent Situation of our military Affairs. . It is with 
Pleafure and Gratitude we fee Him, concerned for 
the public Good, compaffing Sea and Land, to put 
us in a proper State of Defence ; to give full Secu- 
rity to our moft diftant Frontiers.---His Excellency 
eafily diftinguithes the Merit and Capacities of Men ; 
He knows every good Man has not'a military Ge-. 
nius : He will therefore, in all his Appointments to 
command, fele& Men of Genius and Merit, without 
which all Attempts to revive military Skill will prove. 
ineffectual.----He will go on to encourage military 
Skill, and fpare no Pains to render our Miktza, (our 
Defence under God), refpeétable.--He knows, that 
in nothing can he more effeétually ferve this Coun- 
try, than in His encouraging martial Difcipline ; 
in rendering us formidable to an invading Enemys 
in making a thoro’ Reformation in military Affairs. 
Should God ever permit the Neceflity, we are per- 
fuaded he will put his Perfon at the Head of His 
Troops, and teach them Bravery. by his own Ex- 
ample : He will venture his Life in the Defence of 
the Country that looks to Him, as 1ts principal 
Guardian and Proteétor.-- seed P chet 
His Majefty has put the Reins into his Hands 
a Time when’ the Cares and Fatigues of Cakes 
ment are doubled upon Him ; but He needs no Ae 
tives to fupport him under the Weight of the Ad- 
miniftration, but the Pleafure of bee seed a 
Happinefs of being extenfively ufeful, the Appi 
een of his own etceaal and of our FINAL 
JUDGE ;_by a Condué uniformly conformed to 
fuch noble Principles, He is fure to endear bimifclf to 
every true Lover of his Country, and to fecure the 


Approbation of HIM who fearches the Heart ie 
~ Will 
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with Him the divine Affiftance in all his Admini- 


ftrations, the Love and Honour of a grateful Coun- , 


try, the Favour of our gracious Sovereign, and above 
all that Approbation of the KING OF KINGS, in 
that Day when we mutt all fland before the fudg- 
ment-Seat of “fefus Chrift ; “ Well done, thou 
«¢ good and faithful Servant ; thou haft been faith- 
«© fal over a few Things, I will make thee Ruler 
«over many Things, enter thou into the Joy of 
«© thy Lord.” : 

We behold, with univerfal Satisfa@ion, His Zy- 
nour the Lieutenant-Governor, at great among” bis 
People, advanced to the Second Seat of Government 
accepted of the Multitude of bis Brethren, affeGio. 
nately fecking the Wealth of his People, the Welfare 
of Sia and State, and fpeaking Peace to all bis 
Seed. i ae ; 

-+ Our Lotis caft in difficult and perilous Times; 
while we are deeply interefted in the Events of 
War, it becomes Gentlemen of the military Order 
to improve in every Art of Self-Defence. Could J, 
by a moft importunate Addrefs, be inftrumental of a 
general Improvement in the Art of War, though i 
might act befide my facred Charaéter ; yet I could 
excufe my felf, with the Thought of having gee 

: a) Dae ex r Goo 


{ Tse Honourable Tuomas Hurcuinson, Elqs 


+ THE Antient and Hpnourahle Artillery Company, cannot poflibly 


impute it to want of Refpeét to them (but rather the contrary} 
that, in Conformity to the Method I have purfued in the pre= 
ceeding Paragraphs, I fay before them what might have been 
particularly addrefled to them, although J, in fy doing, have 
varied from a Cuftom, on fuch public Occafions, perhaps 
peculiar to Us.--------- 


EE 
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Good to my Country. ‘We are indeed to look on 
this Neceffity as the Judgment of God. We are 
to cultivate the Arts of War, as befide the genuine 
Tendency of our holy Religion; neverthelefs necef- 
fary in this State of Diforder. The fkilful Defen- 
ders of our Lives and Liberties are great Bleffings to 
Mankind. Does it not create Anxiety in every 
confiderate Mind, to find, that after fo many Years. 
Exercife in War, military Skill and Difcipline have 
received no greater Improvements ? ‘ Every one 
Knows the Pofture of our military Affairs is greatly 
changed fince the Beginning of the War ; that the 
Difcipline-which- was before, is now by no Means 
fuitable and adequate to the prefent State of America. 
Should God fuffer us to be invaded, we fhould not 
have to deal only with raw undifciplined Savages, 
but with regular Battalions, expert in all the Arts of 
War, provided with a numerous Train of Artillery, 
no Way to be broken*but by Troops equally provid- 
ed, of equal Skill nis ee alee an eae 
h are twice their Number of hali-armed, un- 
Mean Militia, fuddenly affembled ; the greater 
Part of whom never faced an Enemy, or were 
narfhaled in regimental Order ? What Impreffion 
i uld they make upon the firm Battalions of veteran 
ape 5? What Perplexity, what Amazement, what 
Confufion vee ny ee ey Ai a 
ow highly neceflary is it that our Tro 
iene to prone and retreat from an Enemy 
in unbroken Order, and to withitand the furious 
Shock ofa regularArmy ? Providence therefore calls 
ae to make great Improvements in this necefiary 
Science. ‘This good Land, which God gave to our 
with the noble Privileges tranfmitted to 


Fathers, 
ao us, 
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us, is) worth defending. Our pleafant Seats, our 
Wives;.and Children, our Liberties ; thefe facred 
Temples, oursholy Religion call for Improvement 
in the Art of defending them. We become more 
and more the Object of public Attention. We 
‘may expect this New World will henceforth be the 
Seat of War ; we may.expect in. our Turn to be in= 
vaded: Some of us may yet fee our Plains flow 
with human Blood. This Matter therefore de- 
fervés.a fetious Attention, efpecially by thofe of the 
military Order; particularly by the Gentlemen of that 
antient and honourable Conftitutton, originally de- 
figned’for, and who profefs to be the School of true 
Difciphine. : 

A: Love to my dear native Country leads me, my: 
patient Hearers, to congratulate you, on the Smiles 
of Heaven upon the Proteflant Arms, the fignal 
Succefles, the repeated Conquefts of the laft Year 
have given a favourable Turn: to the War in Aye- 
rita, and now enable us to meditate-a final Blow, 
as the laft Means of Peace: May Heaven crown 
that Enterprize, fo hopefully begun, with defired 
Succefs !--- We fill enjoy the precious Life of our 
Royal Sovereign to give Life to our Hopes: the 
Britifh Arms, under a wife Adminiftration, are: 
grown refpe@able : our Navy is become the Envy. 
and Terror of the World, Add to this, the noble 
Stand our German Ally has made againft the united 
Powers of France, the Emperor and feveral power- 
ful States of Germany ; the Swedes and Rifians, all 
unitedly bent upon his Ruin ; and that Train of 
Vidtories, which has furprized the whole World. 
Thefe Events give us Hopes of Peace highly ad- 
yantageous to the Prote/fant Nations. But let ee 

; . = rejoice 
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rejoice with Fear; the Events of War are moft 
precarious and furprizing. ‘He, who guides tlie cir- 
cling Worlds, can dafh our Hopes with a Word. 
There wants but his Permiffion, and raging’ Pefti- 
lence fhall cut off our ‘Armies ; Storms ‘thall fcatter 
our Ships of War ; He can infenfibly blind the ableft 
Generals, dart Life into our defpifed Foes ; or by 2 
fecret Influence intimidate Legions in a Day of Bat- 
tle ; He can foon make the Profpe& dark, as it is 
now bright and clear. He wants neither Means 
nor Skill to humble our Pride, and baffle our fan- 
guine ExpeGtations. O ! let us fuitably acknowledge 
his Agency ; let us hope in the God of Armes ¢ 
Thine O Lord is the Greatnefs, and the Power, and 
the Glory, and the Viétory, and the Maje/ty --- now 
therefore, our God, we thank Thee, and praife thy 
glorious Name. ae 

3°”. Lerus be deeply affeéted with the depraved, 
deplorable State of Mankind: We do not live in a 
Garden of Pleafure, but in a World of Woe. "Tis 
affecting to think of the Havock and Deflation fin- 
ful Mortals have fuffered in all Ages. We, that 


only hear the Sound of War, know but little of its . 


Horrors. What affecting Scenes are thefe ! Coun- 
tries depopulated, the Glory of Kingdoms flain in a 
To walk i pa of Battle ; to feel our 
rts pierced with the Groans of expiring Men ; 
aise CGabments rolled in Blood ; to eile oh bro- 
ken Limbs, and mangled Bodies, gnawing their 
fongues, biting the Ground for Anquifh ; the dy- 
ing mingled with the dead, Fields ftreaming with 
erimfon Gore 3 O Spectacle of Horror |----But to 
bring thefe Things home: to fee our Wives and 
Daughters ravifhed, our young Men flain in Battle, 
our 
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our Infant-Offspring dafhed in Pieces, our Houfes 
laid in Afhies; this would give us the moft feelin 

Senfe of human Mifery : nor let any fay, this is but 
an imaginary Vifion, this, hard as it is, has been 
the Lot of Thoufands, perhaps Millions of our own 
Race. Shall we not feel for others ; fhall not the 
Love of Mankind teach us Compaffion to our very 
Enemies. Let us mourn the Unhappinefs of Man- 


kind : Let us cry to the Father of Ages to pity his: 


degenerate Offspring, and haften that glorious Day, 
when the Nations fhall learn War no more. 

ay Ler us be thankful for the Hopes we en- 
tertain of Deliverance from this State of Woe. Tho’ 
the World has hitherto been a Field of Blood, we 
hope for better Days. It is hardly poffible to be. 
lieve, that the noble Prophecies of the Peace and 
Glory of the Church, have ever yet had their moft 
illuftrious Accomplifhment. No paft State of the 
Church feems to have anfwered to the lofty Meta= 
phors, of the Old-Teftament Prophets, and more 
elevated Defcriptions of the New-Feftament Reye- 
lation. The whole Tenor of prophetic Revelation 
evidently points us forward to a more glorious Day 
upon Earth : when Jesus CuRistT the Prince of 
Peace, fhall be King over all the Earth ; in that 
Day fhall there be one Lord and his Name one---when 
He fhall judge among the Nations and they fhall beat 
their Swords into Plew-Shares, and their Spears in- 
to Pruning-Hooks, Nation feall not lift up Sword 
againft Nation, and they fhall learn War no more. 
Such a happy Period of the World feems to be 
pointed forth by the Prophet Hofea when he fpeaks 
of the Recovery of the ‘ews in the latter Days, 
(Ch. ili, 4, 5.) and by the Apoftle of the Gentiles 


(Rom. 
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(Rom: xi. 26.)likewife by the Prophet Danzel, (cli? 
vii. 27.) TheKingdom andDominion,and the Greatneft 
of the Kingdom under the Whole Heaven, fhall bé 
given to the -- Saints of the MOST HIGH ; whofe 
Kingdom is an everlafting Kirigdom, and all Domini= 
ons [hall ferve and obey Him ; when, as the Apoftle 
SFobn exprélles it, The Kingdoms of this World fhalk 
become the Kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chrifts 
andHe fhall reign for ever and ever. As all the great 
Lines of Providence, through the Courfe of preceed= 
ing Ages, were direéted to, and brought about, 
that great Accomplifhmient of the eternal Coun= 
fels of God, in the coming of the Meffiah ; fo 
we have little Reafon to doubt, the Scheme of Pro- 
yidence is carrying on in a continual Progrefs, though 
we are unable to trace its Steps, to bring on that 
mott perfect State of the World, in which the no= 
bleft Defigns of God’s Love in this World will be 
fully accomplifhed. All Things have been, in alk 
es conduéted for the final Advancement, of Puri= 
fy Perfection, and Happinefs through Jefus Chrift. 
As the preceeding Difpenfations prepared the World 
for the . Gofpel-Kingdom, that grand Difpenfation. 
of Grace 5 fo itis highly probable,that the Difpen- 
fations of Heaven fince, are all preparatory to, and 
jatroductive of, that Golden Age, that moft perfedt 
aad glorious State, that is not yet for Ages to com- 
ence. Asall the Ages before the Manifeftation 
God inFlefh, were but a preparatoryScene to that, 
which is the perfect State of the World ; fo per- 
haps all the Ages that are pafs'd and to come before 
that Day, are but the rifing Light, -the Dawn of 
Day, to that long meridian Day ; that compleatett 
‘ E Difpenfation 
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Difpenfation of God’s Love to the World ; a glori- 
ous Emblem of the uninterrupted Felicity of Hea- 
ven. Now when we confider the more rigorous 
Dealings of Providence, as the neceflary Steps to 
prepare the afcending World for its meridian and 
Jafting Glory, what an enlarged View does it give 
us of the benevolent Defigns of the Father of Mer- 
cies ! Further, as that future Day feems to be 
{poken of by the Prophets, as the moft excellent 
State of the World, the Perfection of the Gofpel- 
Adminiftration, may we not conjecture, that (ana- 
logous to the known Order of divine Operations) all 
preceeding Ages will bear no more Proportion to 
that Day, than the Dawn of Light to the long Sum. 
ner’s-Day ; or than one or two Days toa Thoufand 
Years, Well may fuch Profpets alleviate our Minds 
under the Preflure of human Woe.---With what 
chearful Hope fhould we extend our Views to that 
long Age of Peace, when all thefe Things fhall be 
forgotten ! And tho’ we, long ¢’er that Day, fhall 
fleep in our Graves, +: yet when we fee the Good 
of God’s ¢hofen, we thould rejorce with the Gladnefs 
of bis Nation, and glory with his Inberitance. Blef- 
{ed be God for the rifing Light of Prophecy,---for 
that Light and Happinels, to which this unhappy 
World will in diftant Ages rife, thro JesusCurist ; 
of the Increafe of whofe Government and Peace there 
qill be no End, 

Wha - LAstTiy, 


gions of Light and Love : 
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Lastry, let us all prepare and lone for an’ 
eternal World of Peace. Here our Hopes and Fears 
take their Turns; our Hearts ach for a.miferable 
World. Juftly may we adopt the Complaint of the 
Pfalmift ; Wo7s me that I fojourn in Mefech---I an 
for Peace ; but, when I fpeak, they are for War. 

But, bleffed be God, our Faith leads us to con- 
fider thefe Things, not as the final State of human 
Nature, but only as the Means of a glorious Here- 
after. Thefe Troubles are in the Hand of the Me- 
diator, thro’ whom they ferve to prepare a chofen 
Race for a State of refined Happinefs. We are 
Strangers and Pilgrims bere, but we look for a City 
which hath Foundations, whofe Builder and Maker 
is God. There we fhall find no contending Nations; 
Pride and Envy are never felt ; there are no afpiring 


Princes, no grafping Monarchs, to difturb the hea- 
venly Society. O! let us be 


certain State of human Affairs 
fure there. -Let us Sight the g 


Hearers, the Dignity, the Aang Confider, my 
mortality and fubftantial Felicit 
Spirits, and labour to rife y in foiri : 

O ! let us all fecure a hate and eon Eee 
Patisiien plnits; the Peace of God. shes ath all 
Underflanding, and a glorious Inheritance ik the Re- 


let us fee to j 

. ; to it that we 
dwell in God, and He in us 5 then may we, in all 
the future Convulfions of Nature, look down with 


Serenity on tempeftuous Worlds ;--behold the E/e-” 
ments melt with Jervent Heat, the Earth and the 
Works 
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Works that ave therein burnt up.----We were made 
to out-live the Ruins of Time. We need sof 
fear them who can only Rill the Body ; but, Him who 
can deftroy both Body and Soul in Hell. We {hall one 
Day behold the Defolation of this material Syftem ; 
unfhaken, -- triumphing in our natural Immortality. 
And when the Sun fhall become black as Sackeloth of 
Hair, when Time fhall “ tread out Empire, -and 
«© quench the Stars,” We, undying Spirits, if wife 
and holy, hall fhine as the Brightnefs of the Firma= 
inent, and as the Stars for ever and ever. 


Now #o Him who governs the World in Wifdonr, 
of whom and to whom, and through whom are 
all Things ; to Hint be Glory, by Jesus CurisT, 
World without Ends 


AMEN. 
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